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HEAT EXCHANGE IN RHEOLOGICAL AND DISPERSIVE MEDIA

GENERAL ANALYSIS OF LINEAR NEMATIC ELASTICITY

A. 1. Leonov?®and V. S. Volkov? UDC 532.584 + 612.117

The results of a general analysis of linear nematic elasticity on the basis of the five-parameter thermodynamic
potential of de Gennes (DG) have been presented. It has been shown that, depending on the similarity of the
material parameters to the conditions of marginal (limiting) stability, the DG potential describes the entire di-
versity of soft, semisoft, and harder behavior of weakly elastic nematic solids. It has been established that an
additional soft mode of longitudinal stretching, acting along the director, can also exist alongside the known
shear soft modes. A theorem on the special rotational invariance of the stress-tensor components, which is
close to the principle of rotational invariance postulated earlier by Olmsted, has been proved. It has been
shown that the stress tensor is symmetric if the shear modes are soft. In this case, the reduced DG potential
is reduced to a one-parameter nematic potential. If the mode of longitudinal stretching is also soft, this di-
mensionless parameter contains no additional parameters. Smple shear and simple tension have been consid-
ered as an illustration of the theory elaborated.

Introduction. Different continuous theories including interna rotations in force energy were proposed to de-
scribe the anisotropic elagticity of liquid-crystalline elastomers. Employing simple symmetry considerations, de Gennes
[1] was the first to introduce internal rotations into the density of free energy for nematic elastomers (see also [2]).
Different effects in nematic elastomers and gels have recently been studied at a phenomenological level by many re-
searchers [3-10]. Several molecular theories have also been developed [11-19].

Soft modes in nematic elastomers were described for the first time by Warner et a. [19]. Golubovich and
Lubenskii [20] had earlier predicted the existence of soft modes for certain solid bodies with internal degrees of free-
dom on symmetry grounds. Soft elasticity reflects the deformability of multidomain nematics without expending elastic
energy. Theoretical predictions of this striking effect with the use of the de Gennes and Warner potentials were later
confirmed experimentally (see, for example, [17]). In [21], Lubenskii et al. attempted to consider all the previous re-
sults on symmetry grounds and on the basis of the standard approaches of continuum mechanics.

Despite the above-mentioned success of the theory, general conditions for the appearance of soft modes have
not been established. One mainly employs the Warner potential, which always predicts only soft (shear) modes. There-
fore, soft easticity must generaly be analyzed based on a more genera potential, for example, such as the de Gennes
potential, in the linear case. The principle of rotationa invariance, employed in the literature to substantiate the exist-
ence of soft modes, has been postulated; therefore, it needs explanation itself.

In the present work, we propose a general approach that ssimplifies an analysis of this problem. Unlike the
principle of rotational invariance, this approach allows general classification of the behavior of nematic solid bodies as
hard, semisoft, and soft behavior. A new soft/semisoft mode of longitudinal stretching has been found.

Alongside the nematic elastomers, there are other polymer nematics which demonstrate semisoft or even
harder behavior. The nonlinear potential of Warner, even in the linear limit, cannot describe these polymers. Therefore,
it is of interest to comprehensively analyze linear nematic easticity within the framework of the more general de Gen-
nes potential [1]. This is the prime objective of the present work. The authors also hope that their results will enable
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one to include the theory of linear nematic elasticity of liquid-crystalline elastomers in the general structure of the me-
chanics of a rigid body with a strictness level accepted in this field.

1. Kinematics, Free Energy, and Stresses. For elastic solid bodies of the nematic type, the kinematic relation
between the initial value of the director in an undeformed state n and its value in a deformed state ng has the form
of an orthogonal transformation

ng=RB, R=exp(-w) &)

with orthogonal tensor R. Here oo is the anusymmetrlc tensor of finite internal rotations, which is related to the vector
of internal rotation oo by the relation oqk = —éijku)j In the linear case where the internal rotations are fairly small, Eq.
(2) is reduced to the form

ng-n=

||8

B=w xn, WO=wo<<l. &

For nematic solid bodies, Egs. (1) and (2) are supplemented with the well-known equations of the dynamics
of internal rotations (see, for example, [22, 23]) and the expression for free energy.

Thermodynamic state varlables are represented in this theory by the tensors of infinitesimal deformations e
and relat|ve rotations ® = w° - w'. Here w? is the tensor of rotation of the entire element of a medium. The tensors
e and w° are expressed by the dlsplacement vector u with the use of the ordinary linear-elasticity formulas: 2e =
_Dg+ (Du) and 2co = Qdu- (D_) To simplify the analysis in what follows we consider the incompressible case tr
e = 0. Orientation “of the medium in an undeformed state is described by the unit vector (director) n.

- Employing simple invariance considerations, de Gennes [1] introduced the potential which describes nematic
linear elasticity with the use of the deformation part of the free energy f determined in the form

20=po(mn: &) +py (nx exn)’ +p, (1x exn)’ +ay (@xn) +anEDXN. 3

Here px and ay are five material parameters with the dimensions of elastic moduli. Using the formulas

(_xex_)s eken 6rnes (_lx_)s_nkektn 6mts
we reduce Eq. (3) to the form

:EGODeD2+Glnn e +G,(nn: e) -2G5nn: (eld) -Gynn: &, 4

which is more convenient for our analysis. This expression represents the expansion of free energy in irreducible basis
tensor invariants. In it, use has been made of the following notation:

1 1 1 1
Go=Hy, G1=5HaHy, Gp=5 (Mot —H), Gg=70p, G4=50. (5)

The material constants in (4) depend on the scalar parameter of order Qg in an undeformed state. In transition to an
isotropic state, the "nematic" moduli Gk (k = 1, 2, 3, 4) vanish. The "isotropic" modulus Gg remains nonzero. In a
deformed state, the value of the scalar order parameter Q can be different from Qg. According to [24], we have
Q-Q~(n Q:e)2 for the change in the scalar order parameter under deformation. Thus, this effect is aready described
by the parameter G, in (4).

The congtitutive equations for the symmetric c_rs and antisymmetric (_Ia parts of the extra (excess)-stress tensor
computed with the use of the expression for the free energy of de Gennes (4) have the form
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0°=+7 = Ge+ G, (nn8+ €0 + 2G,nn(e: nn) + G, (1N - &, (6

o :%:Gs (hne-efin+G, (NN +whn . (6b)

The total stress tensor can be written in the form ¢ = —pd + 0°+ ¢®.
The material parameters Gy ("moduli") in (4) represent scale factors for independent basis tensor invariants.
Therefore, in what follows we employ the following conditions:

G20 (k=0,1,23,4), ™

to exclude degeneration of Egs. (4) and (6).
To take account of the smallness of deformations and interna rotations in comparing the order of the values
of different variables in the general case we can take

Ced~@O~e< 0<e<<1. (8)

Next we employ the kinematic and dynamic variables normalized on the basis of the parameter € as follows:

IN¢})

- €/e, W- We, 0 0/¢, f—>f/£2. 9

To smplify the analysis we introduce a special (loca) Cartesian coordinate system f&f whose one axis 9(1 is
guided along the initial director n. In this coordinate system ﬁc where n = 1, 0, 0, the free energy (4) tekes the form

v Yo

F h2 , 1 2 A2 a2 a2 A 2
f= % Go+ Gy + nge]_l *+5Go %&2 +expt 2‘323%+ > %Go +Gy) ey + 2G3wy 8y + G4"01k%- (10)
k=23

In what follows, all the tensor components in X normalized according to (9), are marked by upper caps (for example,
f). Because of the incompressibility condition, not all the terms in (10) are independent. Employing this condition, for
example, in the form &, = —(&, + &,,), we obtain the equivalent expression for free energy

2

A8 a2 1a O . a20 A2 A A ~2

f= b Go+ Gy + Gy iy + Go (T8 + Seud +euat Y HGo+ Gy ey + 263wy + Gy (1)
0 o o 0.5,

which contains only independent terms.
The constitutive equations (6a) and (6b) written in the coordinate system % and normalized according to (9)
have the form

NS N NS N nNg A nNg N
011=(Gg+2G; +2Gp) €1, 02 =Gpep, 0O33=Cpesz. Ox3=Gpeyg. (129)

As A A A a A N
01 = (Gg+ Gy) ey + Gawyy, O =Gy + Gy (k=2,3). (12b)

Here the antisymmetric components of the stress tensor are presented only for k<j.
Each of the nine pairs ééj, (qj@ of kinematic variables in (12) will be called the i, ji deformational/rotational
mode or simply the i, j: mode. The modes in (12) with i = j and i #] are called normal and shear modes respectively.
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In what follows, we will mainly consider the shear modes 1, kik, 1, which are denoted as 71, ki for the sake of sim-
plification, and the specia stretching (elongation) mode @11— 22@ corresponding to the deformation difference Aell—

The thermodynamic stability of the system imposes the conditions of being positive definite on expression
(11) for free energy. Since al the terms in (11), including the last two quadratic forms for k = 2 and 3, are inde-
pendent, the necessary and sufficient stability conditions have the form

3 G+ G, +Gy>0, (Gp+Gy) Gy > G (13)

> +
Gp>0, G4>0, Gy+Gy>0,

Formulas (5) enable us to rewrite inequalities (13) in terms of the material parameters appearing in (3):

1 2
Ho+5H1>0, Uy >0, Kp>0, 4agp>0; (a3>0). (14)

It should be noted that the first stability condition in (14) differs from the sufficient stability condition pg>0 actualy
employed in [11] and [16]. This condition is obtained when al the terms in (10) are considered as being independent,
i.e., the incompressibility condition is disregarded. The necessary and sufficient stability conditions (13) and (14) are
critically important for determination of the conditions of margina stability discussed below.

If the set of parameters P = Gy, ..., G4 satisfies conditions (7) and (13), the relationships between the tensors
€ w, and o, described by the congtitutive equations (6), are always unique. This fact is apparent for the constitutive

relations (124). It is also clear for relations (12b) if they are considered as two interrelated linear algebraic equations
with the positive determinant

Quite apparently, this result, proved for the particular case (12) in the specid coordinate system X holds for the con-
stitutive equations written in general form in (6).

2. Marginal Stability and Soft and Semisoft Modes. Margina stability develops when certain inequalities in
(13) change to equadlities. Because of the constraints (13), we can have only two conditions of margina stability:

%Go““Gl*Gz:Ov (16)
D =(Gy+Gy) G, - G5=0. (17)

The i, j5 modes whose parameters satisfy relations (16) or (17) will be called marginally stable.
There can be cases where stability conditions (13) are fulfilled but the last two inequalities in (13) are close
to conditions (16) and (17):

3G+ 6, +6,=0(9). (183)
D=(Gy+Gy) G,~G5=0(3). (18b)

Here we have 0<d <<1. Stable j, ji modes whose parameters P satisfy (18a) or (18b) will be called nearly marginaly
stable.

We determine the 1, j° mode as being soft if the condition cAIij = 0 is fulfilled for the nontrivial deformations
and relative rotations éJ and a;l Gij (1). The congtitutive equations (12) show that soft modes, if any, are determined
by the shear modes 1, kX described by (12b) or by the special mode of Iong|tud|nal stretching ull 22u

We consder first possible soft shear modes 1, k' when olk = ckl = 0. Owing to (17) we have unique rela
tionships between the relative rotations and corresponding deformations in the soft shear modes 1, ki, athough these
deformations are not unique. Let us consider simple tension (stretching) along the 9(1 axis. In this case, the deformation
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tensor e has the form e = slmgﬁl -12,-V Zu, whereas the elongation stress cd = 011 022 is determined, according
to (12a), in the form ~

Gy = % Gy + 26, + 262%: . (19)

Thus, if the mode of longitudinal stretching is soft, i.e, 86. = 0 when €0, Eq. (19) is reduced to the condition of
marginal stability (16), and conversely. It is apparent that the modes described above make no contribution to the free
energy. Consequently, if they exist, they lead to a minimum of the free energy in the parametric "space."

Semisoft modes are determined as stable {i, j7 modes in the constitutive equations (12) if the relations

04/Gp=0(3) and Gy/G3=0(3) for &, &y =0y (1) (20)

hold for the positive small parameter 8. The stresses for semisoft modes and their contribution to the free energy are
much lower than those for other modes. A nonlinear analysis of semisoft deformations on the basis of the potential of
Warner et al. [17] has revedled good agreement with experimental data. However this anaysis is beyond the scope of
our consideration.

The genera behavior of weakly elastic nematic solid bodies can now be formally classified in terms of the
parameter o as soft (& = 0), semisoft (0<d<<1), and hard (0>~ 1) behaviors.

Let us establish the relations between the conditions of existence of soft (or semisoft) modes (16) and (17)
(or (18a) and (18b)) and Egs. (12) and (19).

Equation (19) shows that the mode of longitudinal stretching §11—22§ is soft (semisoft) if and only if it is
marginally (or nearly marginally) stable.

We can easily analyze soft (sem|soft) nemanc shearing modes 1, ki, employing the constitutive equations
(12b) If the shear stresses vanish, i.e, 01|< = 01|< = 0, the nontrivia solution of the system of equations (12b) for
elk and wlk is existent if its determinant is equal to zero, D = 0, i.e, relation (17) holds. Th|s means that the soft shear
modes 1, I{ are margl nally stable. If D = 0, the nontr|V|al solutions of system (12b) — qk and wlk — are existent not
only when clk = clk = 0 but aso in the case Ulk oélik;t 0. This means that marginally stable 1, ki modes are not
unique, and in this case we have hard marginaly stable modes aongside the soft modes. As is seen from Egs. (10)
and (11), soft shear modes are physically more preferable since they are more profitable energetically. An elementary
analysis shows that an analogous situation occurs for semisoft shear modes. Summing up these results, we arrive at the
following conclusion: soft (or semisoft) 1, ki shear modes exist if and only if the condition of marginal (or nearly
marginal) stability (17) (or (18b)) is fulfilled.

3. Rotational Invariance and Nematic Modes. Up to this point, the Cartesian axes 9(2 and 9(3 have been as-
sumed to be fixed in the §<29<3§ plane, which is orthogonal to the director. Let us consider the influence of rigid rota
tions of the X, and X, axes in the X, plane of the behavior of stresses and soft and semisoft modes. The orthogonal
matrix ¢ describing these plane rotations has the form

0 O
q( cosa -sinaf, (21)
B 9 sna  cosa
The stress tensor resulting from the rotation (21) WiII be denoted by é:\r =q ﬁ:r@ and (QYT' = gT@T@. Computing the
transformed components of the stress tensors 011 , 01, and 0y (k = 2, 3), we obtain o
03,=0y;, Ojy=05,C0S0 +038N0, Oj3=~ 0y, SN0 +0y3C0S0 . (22)

The same relations hold for 8|<'1- These formulas show that if the modes 1, ki are soft for particular positions of the
% and % axes in the plane ¥:%3; i.e, 0,2 = 0 (k = 2 and 3), they are soft for any Cartesian axes %3 and %3 located
in the same plane. The shear stresses will be called rotationally invariant if they do not change their values in rota-
tions described by matrix (21). Then formulas (22) show that the shear stresses are rotationaly invariant for soft
modes. Relations (22) for semisoft modes, where E‘A’klﬁ = O (k = 2 and 3), show that semisoft modes are also rotation-
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aly invariant. It follows that the set of soft (semisoft) shear modes has the power of a continuum. This result, known
earlier from [10] by Olmsted, is amost apparent for soft modes, since the 9(2 and 9(3 axes are located arbitrarily in the
§<2§\<3§ plane. As is clear from the first relation of (22), the soft stretching mode @‘1 1- 12§ also remains soft (semisoft)
in transformation of rotation with matrix (21).

We consider the inverse problem: under which condition are the components of the stress tensor 3”- rotation-
aly invariant? Here, too, of interest are only plane rotations about the director (about the X, axis) which are described
by matrix (21). In this case, formal determination of the rotationally invariant components of the stress tensor 3ik in
(12) (if any) in orthogonal transformation with (21) has the form

_ A A AT
V(]:O’ :(g @'II:]')”(Z(le, le

|Ne]

TaT AT
[0 @ = Ojy. - (23)

(

Employing (22), we obtain that, with account for (7), the rotationally invariant components are determined from the
conditions

AY

0'11—0'11, 0'12—0'12008(14'0'139[‘10 0'12, 0'13:—0'1ZS|HG+0'13COSG 0'13 (24)

The same relatlons hoId for okl The solutlon of the last two interrelated equations in (24) which are true for any a
has the form 012 = 021 = 013 = 031 = 0. If the right-hand sides in (24) are replaced by c,k(1+0(6)) and
0|k(1+ O(d)), where 0 is a positive small parameter, it is easy to show that this case describes "nearly" rotationaly
invariant modes of shear stresses; these modes are responsible for the occurrence of semisoft behavior.

All the results obtained in this section can be formulated in the form of the following statement.

Theorem. The shear stresses 31k and cAfkl (k = 2 and 3) in the congtitutive equations (12) are rotationally (or
nearly rotationally) invariant if and only if the modes 1, k® are soft (semisoft); the set of soft (semisoft) shear modes
has the power of a continuum.

It is clear that for the free energy (4) rotationa invariance occurs if and only if the condition of margina sta-
bility (17) (or the condition of nearly margina stability (18b)) is fulfilled. As is seen from (22) and (24), the rotation-
aly (nearly rotationally) invariant mode of longitudina stretching @11— 22@ is not necessarily soft (semisoft). It is such
if it is marginaly (nearly marginaly) stable. We note that the theorem of rotational invariance proved above is close
to the principle of rotational invariance postulated by Olmsted [10].

4. Reduced Equations for Description of Soft Modes. If the shear modes 1, ki are soft, the general solution
of the problem for the constitutive equations (6) is complicated by the fact that the shear deformations Aqk in the soft
modes are not uniquely determined. However, ancother important feature of soft shear modes exists, which makes so-
lution of this problem more simple than that for the genera stable case. The congtitutive egquations (12b) show that
when the shear modes 1, k are soft, the antisymmetric components of the strees tensor in the coordinate system 3@
vanish since 01|< = 0|<1 = 0. This means that in the general case we have g = 0 for weskly eastic nematic solid
bodies with soft shear modes, i.e,, if the modes i1, ki are soft, the stress tensor is symmetric.

Employing the condition c_ra = 0 in (6b), we obtain

w=(Gy/Gy) (€Bn-nn). (25)

This relation has been established in [9] on other grounds. Substituting (25) into (4) and (6a), we obtain the following
expressions for the reduced free energy f" and the symmetric reduced stress tensor c_rr:

fr:%GODSDZ+Gg_ﬂﬂZ SZ+Gr2(gﬂ: S)Z, (26)
o' =Goe+ Gy (NN + el + 2Gnn(e: n) (=9f'/de), (27)
Gy =G, -G¥G,, Gy=G,+GyG,. (29)

Additionaly, employing (1) together with (25), we find the expression for the director in a deformed state in the form
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ng=n-w’B+(Gy/G)[eh-n(nn:e). (29)

We note that such a reduction is also justified when the condition c_ra = 0 is fulfilled only approximately, as in the
case of semisoft shear modes. Here the stability condition for the free energy (26) must be re-established. If (16) is
fulfilled, relations (26)—(28) are simplified and take the form

G ZDeDz nne+ (1+2|3)(_n e) (30)
0
9_I'
é—:g (nn@+enn + (1+2mnn@ nn, (31)
- €

B=[2 G, +2G, + 26,5

= Go+2G; +2G,7 Gy 20. (32)

2 ¥

According to (16) and (18a), the parameter { is positive if the mode of longitudinal stretching 111 - 227 is stable. If
this stretching mode is also soft, we have B = 0 and the function f" in (30) is minimized. Thus, the presence of both
the stretching and shear soft modes leads to a minimum of the free energy f in the parametric space P.. In this case,
the right-hand sides of (30) and (31) for reduced expressions for the free energy and the stress tensor contain no pa
rameters at all. This substantially simplifies the general analysis of deformations.

5. Weak Warner Potential. The general expression for this elastic potentia has been derived by Warner et
al. [15, 17] for nematic elastomers on the basis of a generadized Gauss kinetic theory of elasticity of rubbers; this the-
ory allows for the presence of a liquid-crystalline order. Assuming that the parameters of molecular anisotropy | and
| | remain constant under deformation, Olmsted [10] obtained an expression for the weak Warner potential, which (in
our notation) has the form

2

ﬂ—lDeDZ IC) l) [nn: e —(_nl) -nn: wz]——nn' (eldy
Gy 2 = 4 2,1 ==
2 2 2_2 2 (33
(Al) :(IH_IJ-) , Al :IH_IL
This expression represents a particular case of the free energy of de Gennes (4), where
2 2 2
(=1 Iy =1
Gy=-G,=G, =Gy, G3=Gp-r— (34)
I" L 'L

Thus, the congtitutive equations (6) for extra stresses are true in the case of the potentia (33) with specification of the
elastic moduli (34). It is seen that the parameters of (34) satisfy the condition of margina stability (17) for the shear
modes 1, ki dlong with other constraints of thermodynamic stability in (13).

It follows that the shear modes 1, ki determined with the use of the potential (33) are always soft, and the
procedure of reduction to expressions (30) and (31) is fulfilled for (33) with a particular value of 3/2 for the parameter
B. By virtue of this fact, the parameters of (34) do not describe margina-stability constraint (16) for the stretching
mode @11—22@ In such a description, it is not soft; a possible reason for this is that it is assumed that in the elastic
potential (33), the parameters || and || characterizing the anisotropy of the statistical properties of polymer chains are
congtant in the case of deformation.

6. Examples of Soft Elastic Deformations. Using Egs. (30)—(32), we consider two simple cases of soft elas-
tic nematic deformations.

723



6.1. Smple Shear. Let us employ the notation of Cartesian coordinate axes in simple shear: X; is arranged
along the direction of displacement, X, is guided along the direction of the displacement gradient, and X3 is oriented
perpendicularly to them. In this case, the tensor of elastic deformations has only the following nonzero components:
ep = &1 = y/2. Subgtituting them into (30) in the genera case where nn is a three-dimensiona tensor, we obtain

2A"/(GyY) =G+ (1+2B) ning (NS +n5+na=1). (35)

We have

minf' =0, when n;=1 (n,=ny=0) or ny=1 (n;=ngz=0),

 Hoof7a, ny=1 (=n,=0), 0<Bs1/2; (36)
maxf =0 > 1+6p 1
I =n=t——— B21/2.
B G T T

It is seen that the zero free energy characteristic of the soft modes of nematic solid bodies is observed in simple shear
when the initia director is oriented along the direction of shear x; or perpendicularly to it xo. In orientation of the
initial director along the x3 axis and when 0< B <1/2, free energy takes its maximum value equal to the correspond-
ing value in an isotropic state. The value of the parameter B = 0 minimizes the free energy in simple shear.

The components of the reduced extra-stress tensor §r = 2§r/(Goy) are determined as follows:

~ 2 ~ 2 ~ 2
O =, [(V2+B)n=2], Gpp=mny [(L/2+B)N5-2], Gg3=nyn, (1/2+B) N3,

37)

~ 2 2 2 ~ 2 ~ 2
O1,=Ng+(L/2+B) NNy, Gpg=nng[(1/2+B)n5—1], Gj3=nng[(/2+B)nI-1].

It is seen that the zero extra-stress tensor characteristic of soft nematics is observed when the initial director is guided
in parald to the shear planes or perpendicularly to them. In orientation of the initia director perpendicularly to the
X1Xo- plane, it has only one component 09> = Ggy/2 characteristic of the isotropic phase. In the general case where all
n; are more than 0, the components of the extra-stress tensor are positive, except for o7 and o%. Because of this, the
tensor of rotation of the entire body @B has only two nonzero components: m%l = —c_oEiz = y/2. The components of the
director ng in simple shear are determined, according to (29), in the form B

Ngg =N+ (W/2) Ny [1+ (1-2n0) Go/G,l, Ngp=nyp+ (y/2) ny [~ 1+ (1-2n2) Gy/ Gyl ,

(38)

These formulas characterize the position of the director in a deformed state ng for soft shear modes, when the initial
director is guided along the shear x; or perpendicularly to it xo.

6.2. Smple Tension. In this case, the tensor of elastic deformations has the form e = eldiag 11, -1/2, -1/2. It
can be shown that simple tension exists for nematic solid bodies if and only if the director is guided along the tension
axis, i.e, n = il, 0, 0. Other orientations of the initia director in simple tension are accompanied by the appearance of

shear stresses. Substituting these expressions into (30) and (31), we obtain

f'=Ge’B/2, o =Gueldiag B-1/2-1/2,-1/2]. (39)

Here c_rr is the reduced tensor of extra stresses. In uniaxia tension, the expression for elongation stress has the form
_r ro_ Al

In the case of the existence of soft shear/stretching modes where = 0, the elongation stress for weakly elastic ne-
meatic solid bodies vanish together with the corresponding free energy.
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CONCLUSIONS

This work has been motivated by the attempt of the authors to apply general formaism to description of the
behavior of different anisotropic polymer systems (not only soft nematic elastomers) in equilibrium and nonequilibrium
situations (see, for example, [25, 26]). Along with very soft nematic elastomers and gels, there are also semisoft and
even hard nematic bodies. Furthermore, there are composites of liquid-like polymers filled with mutually attracting an-
isotropic (micro/nano-scale size) particles which exhibit nematic elastic properties characterized by relatively low
stresses. The behavior of these nematic polymer systems with different degrees of rigidity cannot simply be described
in terms of spontaneous breaking of isotropic symmetry [20].

In the work, the existence and description of soft, semisoft, and harder modes for weakly eastic nematic solid
bodies have been studied on the basis of the de Gennes free energy [1] formulated on phenomenological grounds. The
analysis has been substantially simplified on changing over to a special Cartesian coordinate system one axis of which
is guided along the director. The following new results have been obtained:

1. The free energy (4) predicts that soft and semisoft modes exist if and only if the conditions of margina
(or nearly marginal) stability are fulfilled. Along with soft shear modes, the elastic potentia (4) adso predicts the ex-
istence of marginaly stable soft and semisoft modes of longitudinal stretching.

2. If marginally stable nematic shear modes exist, the stress tensor is symmetric. In this case, the description
of shear modes on the basis of the reduced expression f' for free energy is simplified. The function f" normalized by
the isotropic elastic modulus contains only one dimensionless material parameter. It has been shown that this reduced
consideration is always applicable to a weak version of the potential of Warner et a. [10, 15], which, however, does
not predict the existence of the soft mode of longitudina stretching. The presence of both, stretching and shear, soft
modes minimizes the reduced free energy. In this case it contains no material parameters at al.

3. The theorem on rotational invariance that establishes the equivalence between the existence of soft shear
modes and the rotational invariance of shear stress has been proved. It is close to the principle of rotationa invariance
postulated earlier by Olmsted [10].

4. Consideration has been given to examples of soft elastic deformations of solid bodies with internal stresses
in simple shear and simple tension which exists only for the director guided along the tension axis. They demonstrate
the large economy of the reduced free energy and of stresses as compared to the corresponding isotropic case.

Also, it should be noted that the elastic moduli Gy in (4) can variously depend on temperature. Therefore, the
congtraints (16) and (17) imposed on these material parameters by marginal stability (or nearly margina stability) are
able to generaly exist only in certain temperature intervals.

NOTATION

g, deformanon tensor; e,J, components of the deformation tensor in ﬁj f. free energy; f', reduced free energy;
f free energy in X; W Warner potential; Gy, M, and Oy, elastic moduli; i, j; nematic modes; || and |, parameters
of molecular amsotropy, n, initia director; ng, director in a deformed state; p, isotropic pressure; Q, order parameter;
Qop, order parameter in an undeformed dState; g, orthogonal matrix; R, orthogona tensor of rotation of the director; tr €
trace of the deformation tensor; u, displacement vector of a materia point; X special Cartesian coordinate system;
Ou, gradient of the displacement vector; 3, scalar parameter; y, shear; 6 parameter; 9, unit tensor Sjjk, unit antisym-
metric tensor; €, tension; 6e|, elongation stress; oe,, elongation stress in gq o extra-stress tensor; 0”, components of the
extra-stress tensor in & o', reduced tensor of extra stresses; cr and o “symmetric and antisymmetric parts of the
stress tensor u)l vector of internal rotation; W, relatlve-rotanon tensor; oq,, components of the relative-rotation tensor
in x P, tensor of rotation of the entire body; u) internal-rotation tensor. Subscripts and superscripts: r, reduced; d,
deformed; d, elongation; s, symmetric; a, antlsymmetrlc I, internal; B, body; T, transposition.
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